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The site of the Vance Apartments comprises roughly the 

southwestern quarter of lot 209 in the plan of Raleigh as 

originally laid out in 1792. Lot 209 was one of four one

acre lots bounded by Edenton, Wilmington, Jones, and Blount 

streets.l 

When the land for the projected city of Raleigh was 

purchased from Joel Lane in April of 1792, the site of the 

original statehouse and present Capitol (statehouse or Union 

Square) was described as being on "a beautiful eminence which 

commands a view of the town and a fine prospect of the 

surrounding country .•2 About it on all sides were "groves of 

young oak and hickory.•3 

Apparently, lot 209 and those adjoining it to the north 

and east were themselves heavi~y wooded prior to being 

partially cleared by early owners. Considerable timber had 

to be removed in the construction of the principal streets in 

the central portions of Raleigh, including those bounding the 

block of which lot 209 was a part. surveyor William 

Christmas and two of the nine original commissioners of 

Raleigh were specifically instructed to supervise the 

clearing of statehouse square and "the streets leading 

thereto and touching thereon in such manner as to them shall 

seem proper . •4 

Plans for the capital city stipulated that the four 

streets radiating outward from statehouse square 
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(Hillsborough, Fayetteville, New Bern, and Halifax) should be 

ninety-nine feet wide. The other streets of the city 

(including Edenton, Wilmington, Jones, and Blount streets) 

were to have a width of sixty-six feet.S 

From the very inception of Raleigh, it was obvious that 

the most desirable lots would be those in closest proximity 

to the statehouse or Union Square. Among these lots, of 

course, lot 209 occupied a prominent place. It was on nearby 

lot 210, just across Wilmington Street, that lots were 

initially auctioned off to eager buyers on 4 June 1792; a.nd 

surviving records indicate that lot 209 was among those 

purchased on that first day. Although the prices paid for 

individual lots are not known, those fronting on or near 

Union Square apparently sold for three or four times as much 

as those less advantageously situated.6 

With the proceeds realized from the sale of town lots, 

construction could now begin on the original statehouse. By 

the end of December 1792, the two-story brick structure was 

well underway. Once completed, it would serve as the seat of 

state government until its destruction by fire in 1831.7 

Throughout the 1790s, the construction of residential and 

commercial buildings in Raleigh proceeded rapidly. From 1794 

to 1799 the total tax value of Raleigh lots and their 

improvements increased from D8,612 to D22,355.8 Most of the 
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early houses in the city of Raleigh are said to have been: 

small frame dwellings of from two to four 
rooms, with one or two fireplaces, having 
small yards with separate outbuildings, 
wells, and vegetable gardens.9 

It may well have been just such a house that was first 
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erected on lot 209 in the early years of Raleigh's existence. 

A map of Raleigh drawn in 1792 indicates that the first 

owner of lot 209 was one Poins Ingram, an elusive figure who 

appears only fleetingly in the records. Like many of the 

original owners of lots in Raleigh, Ingram seems to have been 

a nonresident whose interests in the city were primarily 

speculative in nature. Indeed, Ingram appears to have been 

not only from outside Wake County, but from outside North 

Carolina as well. In separate legal actions brought against 

him in 1795 for non-payment of debts in Wake County, the 

court determined that the absent Ingram was "an inhabitant of 

another government." His creditors were obliged to seek cold 

comfort in the confiscation and sale of "One negro woman 

named Rachel about fifty years old, one Pail, one Tubb and 

one dutch Oven."lO 

Poins Ingram's association with lot 209 was only of brief 

duration. By 1794 the property had been acquired by John 

Craven, owner also of nearby lots 224 and 225. A native of 

Halifax County, Craven had served as state comptroller since 

1783, and would continue to serve in that capacity until his 
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death in 1808. In addition, he would soon become a 

commissioner of Raleigh and later a trustee of the Raleigh 

Academy.ll 

It was apparently Craven who first improved lot 209 by 

the construction of a residence there soon after his 
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purchase. In 1794 the tax value of the property was put at 

b76; but by 1799 it had risen to b400. Moreover, a detailed 

map of Raleigh in 1797 recorded the presence of a substantial 

dwelling house on lot 209 near the corner of Edenton and 

Wilmington streets. Well to the rear of the house was a 

small outbuilding.l2 

At some point in the late 1790s, lot 209 passed from John 

Craven to another official in state government, Secretary of 

State James Glasgow. Glasgow's ownership of the property 

proved short-lived, however, for in August of 1799 the 

fiercely embattled Glasgow sold the property and three other 

lots to Treasurer John Haywood. Glasgow's willingness to 

sell was almost certainly related to the mounting scandal 

involving North Carolina's military land grant program.l3 

For a recited consideration of $1,060, Glasgow conveyed to 

Haywood: 

a certain messuage or Square of four 
acres of Land lying and being in the City 
of Raleigh & known and distinguished on 
the plan thereof by lots numbered 208, 
209, 224, & 225 which four lots form and 
make the said square • • • being now 



• 

• 

generally known and called by the name of 
the Glasgow Lots or Square, together with 
all Houses, ways, Hereditaments and 
appurtenances thereto belonging •••• 14 

A native of Edgecombe county, John Haywood had risen to 
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political prominence during the Revolution and had succeeded 

Memucan Hunt as state treasurer in 1787, a post he was to 

occupy for forty years.l5 Treasurer Haywood, however, held 

the lots purchased from Glasgow for only six months before 

conveying them to his brother Sherwood for $950.16 Lot 209 

was to remain in the latter Haywood's possession and that of 

his heirs until after the Civil war. 

Sherwood Haywood established his residence on lot 209 

soon after his purchase of the property from his brother, 

although it is uncertain whether he built his own house or 

occupied the one erected by Comptroller Craven only a few 

years earlier. Cartographic evidence indicates that the 

structures shown in 1797 and 1872 might possibly be the same 

house, though an intervening map of 1847 seems to differ 

significantly from both the earlier and later maps. At the 

very least, it seems that Haywood would have found it 

necessary to greatly enlarge any residence left from the time 

of Craven's occupancy. Haywood had a large and growing 

household, while Craven never mar ried . l7 

Born in Edgecombe County in 1762, Sherwood Haywood had 

served as clerk of the state senate for a number of years 
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before moving to Raleigh and establishing himself as one of 

its most prominent citizens. From 1804 until his death, he 

was Raleigh agent for the Bank of Newbern. A conspicuous 

supporter of education, he contributed financially to the 

completion of South (or Main) Building at the University of 

North Carolina and was one of the founding trustees of the 

Raleigh Academy. His marriage to Eleanor Howard Hawkins 

produced some nine children, one of whom, Dr. Richard 
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Bennehan Haywood, would build the fine brick residence still 

standing at the corner of Edenton and Blount streets.l8 

In addition to his home and town lots, Sherwood Haywood 

owned a plantation on Walnut Creek in Wake county. In 1817 

and 1825 he possessed twelve and twenty-five slaves, 

respectively, in Wake County. He appears also to have 

retained possession of a plantation in Edgecombe County 

throughout his long years of residence in Raleigh.l9 

Sherwood Haywood died in Raleigh on 5 October 1829. A 

local newspaper, The star, carried the following notice of 

his passing: 

Died 

In this city, on Monday morning last, 
of bilous fever, Sherwood Haywood, Esq. 
Agent of the Bank of Newbern, in the 68th 
year of his age. The death of this 
excellent man is a calamity which is 
severely felt by the whole community • 
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With a cultivated mind, and an amiable 
disposition, united to the most unaffected 
courtesy of manners, he was much venerated 
and affectionately beloved in his private 
life, and no less esteemed for his 
services in the institution of which, for 
many years, he has been a faithful and 
popular officer. A wide circle of 
acquaintances will mingle their condolence 
with the deep sorrow of his beloved widow 
and children, and numerous relatives.20 
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Haywood's will provided that his entire estate should go 

to his wife Eleanor for her support and that of their younger 

children for the duration of her lifetime. At the time of 

her death, all remaining property was to be divided equally 

among their children and grandchildren.21 By sheer 

coincidence, Sherwood Haywood's death occurred during the 

same year that the original Episcopal church in Raleigh was 

completed just across Edenton Street from his place of 

residence. This original structure was sold in 1853 and 

moved to West Edenton Street. In January of that same year, 

Bishop Thomas Atkinson consecrated the present Christ 

Church.22 An even longer building project near the Sherwood 

Haywood residence occurred between 1833 and 1840, when the 

present Capitol Building was erected.23 

Raleigh maps of 1834 and 1847 each identified Eleanor 

Haywood, widow of Sherwood Haywood, as the owner of lot 209, 

as well as adjoining lots 208 and 225. The former also 
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indicated that she was co-owner with Robert Harrison of lot 

224, the remaining lot in the block. As has already been 

pointed out, a second Raleigh map of 1847 recorded the 

approximate sizes, shapes, and locations of structures at 

that time. This map indicated two structures within the 

southwestern quarter of lot 209: the residence of "E. 

Haywood" and a much smaller building at the very corner of 

Edenton and Wilmington streets. The residence was a sizable, 

square structure set back some distance from Edenton Street. 

The smaller structure (perhaps an office) was in the shape of 

a rectangle, with its southern end abutting the same 

thoroughfare.24 

Presumably, Eleanor Haywood continued to live in her 

house on lot 209 until her death on 23 December 1855. The 

Raleigh Register of 16 January carried only a brief and 

rather belated notice of her passing: "Died • • • in this 

City on the 23rd ult. Mrs. Eleanor Haywood, relict of 

Sherwood Haywood, dec'd, in the 8lst year of her age."25 

Apparently, the settlement of Eleanor Haywood's estate 

proved both protracted and complex. Indeed, it was not until 

1863, in the midst of the Civil War, that ownership of the 

homeplace itself reached a final determination. In September 

of that year, in proceedings before the Wake County Court of 

Equity, Robert w. Haywood's earlier purchase of the house at 

public auction was finally confirmed, he having been last and 
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highest bidder at $3,000. The property conveyed to him was 

described as: 

Beginning at the corner of Wilmington & 
Edenton streets • • • running two hundred 
and twenty feet east more or less along 
Edenton Street to Dr. Richard B. Haywood's 
corner, thence north two hundred & eighty 
two feet ••• , thence west ••• to 
Wilmington Street two hundred & eighty two 
feet ••• to the beginning, Known as the 
old residence of Sherwood Haywood 
deceased •••• 26 
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Robert w. Haywood bad been the seventh child born to the 

union of Sherwood Haywood and Eleanor Howard Hawkins. His 

own wife, Mary White Haywood, had died in Raleigh on 18 

August 1857. Their marriage had produced only one child, a 

daughter named Mary. Like several of his Haywood forebears 

and kinsmen, Robert w. Baywood bad achieved a measure of 

prominence in public life. From 1840 through 1857, the year 

of his wife's death, he had served as adjutant general of 

North Carolina.27 

Although Robert w. Haywood's ownership of the family 

homeplace on lot 209 was not finally confirmed until 1863, it 

is likely that be bad already been residing there for several 

years. In 1866 the assessed value of the property was put at 

$3,500; but the house may well have been falling into 

disrepair as a result of the Civil war and its aftermath. In 

1867 its tax value fell by more than a third to $2,300. By 



• 

• 

10 

way of contrast, the nearby home of Richard B. Baywood was 

valued at $4,500 that same year. The only other property 

owned by Robert w. Baywood at this time seems to have been a 

162-acre tract outside of Raleigh valued at $800.28 

Robert w. Haywood died in Raleigh on 15 February 1869. 

The following obituary appeared in the North Carolina 

standard of the next day: 

General Robert w. Baywood, an old 
citizen of Raleigh, died at the residence 
of his sister Mrs. Lucy Bryan in this 
city last night about 10 o'clock. Gen. 
Baywood had been complaining for some 
days, but no serious apprehensions were 
felt by his friends, and his death will be 
quite a shock to them. Be at one time 
filled the office of Adjutant General of 
the State, and leaves a large circle of 
relatives and friends. Be had been a 
widower for a number of years with only 
one child--a daughter.29 

Robert w. Baywood left no will to direct the settlement 

of his estate. The task was therefore assumed by his 

administrator, Thomas White of Louisburg. White also assumed 

guardianship of Haywood's daughter, Mary White Baywood, a 

student in Petersburg, Virginia. The estimated value of 

Baywood's estate was $12,000; but it is apparent that the 

house on lot 209 was in need of extensive repairs and 

refurbishing before it could be offered for sale.30 
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Acting in his capacity as administrator, Thomas White 

sold items of household furniture and other personal property 

as early as October of 1869. Sale of the house itself 

followed on 15 December 1870, at which time it was purchased 

by R. c. Badger for $7,150 at public auction. Included in 

this sale were the bouse, lot 209, and part of lot 225. 

Immediately after his purchase, however, R. c. Badger 

transferred his bid to Kemp P. Battle and w. E. Anderson, as 

trustees for Christ Episcopal Church, and also to William s. 

Mason, a prominent lawyer acting in his own behalf. It was 

at this time that lot 209 was bisected from north to south, 

with each of the two resulting lots having 105 feet of 

frontage along Edenton Street. According to the terms of 

this division, Christ Church acquired the western portion of 

the lot, while Mason assumed ownership of the eastern 

portion.31 

The "Bird's Eye" view of Raleigh drawn in 1872 clearly 

shows that a substantial, two-story dwelling was located on 

the western portion of lot 209 near the corner of Edenton and 

Wilmington streets. It is quite possible that this house (or 

a substantial portion thereof) bad been standing since the 

late 1790s. Situated just to the rear of this house in 

1872 was a small outbuilding--possibly the same structure 

shown at the very corner of Edenton and Wilmington streets on 

the map of 1847. For the time being, at least, the property 
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acquired by William s. Mason contained no significant 

improvements.32 

12 

Raleigh experienced rapid growth and development in the 

decades just following the Civil war. From 1860 to 1880 its 

population rose from 4,780 to 9,223.33 To some extent this 

growth was reflected in the maps of Raleigh drawn in the 

early 1880s. Maps of 1881 and 1882 differ as to the 

continuing presence of a small outbuilding on the western 

portion of lot 209; but, more importantly, they both indicate 

that the residence located there just a decade earlier had 

been moved, pulled down, or otherwise destroyed. Moreover, 

the property had passed during the intervening years from the 

trustees of Christ Church to one T. D. Martin. Next door, 

however, the situation was reversed, for a large dwelling now 

stood on the formerly vacant portion of lot 209 owned by 

William s. Mason.34 

Further changes had occurred by 1889 with regard to lot 

209. By that time both portions of the lot along Edenton 

street had been acquired by Henrietta P. Martin, wife of T. 

D. Martin. In April of 1889 Mrs. Martin conveyed the 

unimproved or western portion of lot 209 to the Reverend 

Thomas E. Skinner and his wife Annie s. Skinner. At the same 

time, she extended to them a loan for $6,000 "to be used in 

the erection of a residence on said lot."35 
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The Reverend Mr. Skinner had long been prominent among 

Baptists in Raleigh and throughout North Carolina. His 
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father before him had been a founder of the Baptist State 

Convention; and he, himself, served on the board of trustees 

for Wake Forest College. For many years he was a 

distinguished Baptist minister in Raleigh, initially at the 

First Baptist Church and later at the Salisbury Street 

Baptist Church. For a time, he was also a member of the 

faculty at Shaw University.36 Moses N. Amis would later 

describe him as "one of the broadest-minded ministers and 

profoundest theologians of his day, and a gentleman of the 

old school."37 Prior to purchasing his future homesite from 

Mrs. Martin, he had maintained residences on Hillsborough Street 

and later New Bern Avenue.38 

Having purchased the property at the corner of Edenton 

and Wilmington streets, the Reverend Mr. Skinner apparently 

wasted little time in building a house there. Clearly, he 

was already residing there when the City Directory for 1891 

was compiled.39 City Directories for the late 1890s and very 

early 1900s continued to record Skinner's residence at what was 

then listed as 103 East Edenton Street. With him at that 

address were his wife Annie and, at least for a time, their son 

Charles. Also living in the house around the turn of the 

century were Mr. and Mrs. G. B. McGehee, apparently close 
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friends or relatives of t he Skinners. Next door~at 119 East 

Edenton, was Mrs. A. M. Parker. Later operating as the Parker 

House, her residence would serve for roughly half a century as 

a popular tourist home.40 

While the early City Directories of Raleigh provid~ much 

useful information regarding the presence of houses and the 

identities of their residents, they shed little or no light 

on the exact locations and sizes of these houses. 

Fortunately, this informaiton is provided by the Sanborn 

insurance maps. The earliest Sanborn map to include the 

present site of the Vance Apartments was that of 1903. This 

map clearly reveals that the bouse built by the Skinners was 

a rather large frame structure of two-and-a-half stories. A 

spacious porch extended across much of the front of the house 

and down its eastern side. Well to the rear of the house, 

beyond the boundaries of the present Vance Apartments lot, 

was a much smaller two-story structure, possibly a 

combination outbuilding and servants• quarters. Next door 

was the Parker residence, which would stand until the fairly 

recent past.41 

The Reverend Mr. Skinner and his wife lived on the corner 

of Edenton and Wilmington streets for approximately fifteen 

years7 but it was Mr. and Mrs. G. B. McGehee who finally sold 

the house they bad shared with the Skinners for a time. This 

sale occurred in May of 1904, by which time the McGehees had 
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moved to Henderson County. For a recited consideration of 

$12,000, they conveyed the house and lot to Augusta Andrews, 

wife of w. J. Andrews.42 

City Directories for the years 1905 through 1912 indicate 

that the former Skinner and McGehee residence served as 

rental property during this period. Included among the early 

renters were Middleton T. Leach, a merchant, and William H. 

Pace, an attorney.43 From 1907 to 1912 the bouse was the 

residence of various members of the Baldwin family, including 

Mrs. Julia Baldwin, Lucian F. Baldwin, and Mamie and Nannie 

Baldwin.44 The Sanborn map for 1909 shows that the house had 

changed only slightly since 1903 . Alterations included the 

extension of the porch down the Wilmington Street side of the 

house and the enclosure of two small rooms at the back of the 

house. The two-story structure formerly standing near the 

rear of the lot had been moved or pulled down, but a smaller, 

one-story outbuilding now stood just to the rear of the bouse 

and near the property's eastern boundary.45 

In March of 1913 Augusta Andrews and her husband w. F. 

Andrews conveyed the house and lot at the corner of Edenton 

and Wilmington streets to the Raleigh Improvement Company, a 

local real estate and development firm chartered during the 

preceding year. In exchange, Mr. and Mrs. Andrews received 

$10,000 in cash and $15,000 in the company's stock. The 

property conveyed had a frontage of 105 feet along Edenton 



• 

• 

16 

Street, but a depth of only 110 feet along Wilmington Street. 

Along the rear of the property, moreover, an alley now 

extended eastward from Wilmington street.46 

It is clear that the Raleigh Improvement Company at this 

early date had ambitious and even grandiose plans for 

developing the site now occupied by the Vance Apartments. 

Even before the purchase of the property was consummated, the 

following premature announcement appeared in the pages of the 

Raleigh Times: 

Site Chosen 
For Building 

New Apartment House To Be Erected 
on the Corner Edenton and Wilmington 

The new apartment house to be erected 
by the Raleigh Improvement Company will be 
located on the corner of Edenton and 
Wilmington streets, opposite both the 
Y.M.C.A. building and Christ Episcopal 
Church, the company having purchased the 
lot from Mr. w. J. Andrews . This is 
regarded as an ideal site and one of the 
two feasible places on which the promoters 
had options. The apartment house will 
overlook capitol square. 

The building will be eight stories 
high and will be 100 feet by 100 feet, 
modern in every particular and ideal for 
small families. The proposition looks so 
good to business men that subscriptions 
are being received rapidly •••• 47 

In point of fact, the early enthusiasm for this project 

would soon begin to wane; and plans for the construction of 
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an apartment building at the corner of Edenton and Wilmington 

streets would not be realized for several years to come. 

Aside from acquiring the property on which to build, the 

Raleigh Improvement Company was able to accomplish only one 

other thing of significance prior to World War I--the removal 

of the large frame dwelling erected by the Skinners about 

1890. This structure was relocated to Cameron Park, where 

the company bad purchased a lot to receive it.48 The ~ 

Directory for 1913-!'914 indicates that the house at what was 

then 103 East Edenton street was still standing, but vacant. 

The Sanborn map of 1914, however, reveals that it had already 

been moved. City Directories for the late 1910s simply 

contain no listings for the property.49 

The failure of the Raleigh Improvement Company to follow 

through with its plans gave rise eventually to protracted 

litigation, first in the Wake County superior Court and then 

in the North Carolina Supreme Court. Principal litigants 

were the Raleigh Improvement Company, itself, and w. J. 

Andrews and others as executors of the A. B. Andrews estate. 

In February of 1914 A. B. Andrews had subscribed to $1,000 in 

the company's stock, but had made immediate payment of only 

$300 or thirty percent of this sum. Andrews, and later his 

executors, contended that his subscription had been for the 

specific purpose of "erecting a modern apart.ment building at 

the corner of Edenton and Wilmington streets," and, 
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furthermore, that it bad been conditional on the company's 

ability to secure a total of $75,000 through its sale of 

stock for the project. Since the company bad succeeded in 

raising only $2,800 over a period of nearly five years, and 

bad not built the apartment as planned, it was argued that 

Andrews' estate was not obligated to pay the balance of his 

stock subscription. In fact, both courts ruled in 1918 that 

Andrews' subscription had, indeed, been conditional upon the 

apartment project, which the company bad effectively 

"abandoned."50 

The Raleigh Improvement Company was chartered on 29 

November 1912 by John A. Mills and six other men. Over the 

coming months, as related earlier, it announced its plans for 

the apartment project, purchased the property at the corner 

of Edenton and Wilmington streets, and removed the former 

Skinner house to Cameron Park. In an effort to attract 

investors, such as A. B. Andrews, the company circulated a 

glowing prospectus concerning the projected apartment 

building, complete with an artist's conception of the 

exterior, anticipated costs and revenues, and detailed floor 

plans. As events unfolded, this prospectus became "Exhibit 

A" for the Andrews estate over the vigorous objection of the 

company's attorney. This prospectus sheds much light on the 
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sort of apartment building originally planned for the Vance 

Apartments site.51 

Total costs for the attractive, eight-story apartment 

facility were projected at S250,ooo, including the cost of 

the lot, the building itself, and its furnishings. The 

architects were Frank Upman of washington, D.C. and Frank 

Simpson of Raleigh, whose completed but unused plans for the 

building earned them $3,500 in cash and another $3,500 in 

company stock. The building was to have 191 rooms and fifty

two apartment units.52 The proposed location of the building 

was, itself, seen as a powerful inducement to potential 

tenants; and the prospectus was careful to point this out in 

no uncertain terms: 

The situation chosen for the Apart
ment could not be improved upon, located 
as it is on a corner diagonally across 
from the Capitol Square, and at the 
beginning of one of Raleigh's best 
business sections. On the opposite corner 
is Christ Church, one of the most 
beautiful edifices in the country, while 
across the street to the right, Raleigh's 
new Y.M.C. A. building occupies the corner. 

Standing as it will, diagonally across 
from Capitol Square and having residences 
on each side, with Christ Church and the 
Y.M.C.A. on adjacent corners, it will 
occupy one of the most quiet locations in 
Raleigh and will at the same time be 
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separated from Raleigh's business 
thoroughfares only by the Capitol Square. 
Nowhere can a more desirable location be 
found for such a purpose.53 

The location at the corner of Edenton and Wilmington 

20 

streets was indeed favorable for an apartment building, but 

it would be several years before such a building was actually 

constructed there. Moreover, the building finally 

constructed would be a much smaller and more modest structure 

than the one originally planned. Meanwhile, the proposed 

building site would serve only as a tennis court.54 

In 1919 the long dormant plans for an apartment building 

at the corner of Edenton and Wilmington streets were 

rejuvenated, though on a much smaller scale. The initiative 

for the project had now shifted from the Raleigh Improvement 

Company to the new owners of the lot, w. B. Drake, Jr. and c. 

v. York. Just before Christmas the Baleigh Times announced 

plans for what would soon become the Vance Apartments: 

A New Apartment House 

This is to occupy the site at the 
northeast angle of the intersection of 
East Edenton and North Wilmington 
streets, fronting 103 feet on Edenton 
and with a depth of 103 feet on 
Wilmington. It will have three stories 
and basement, with 36 suites of three 
rooms so constructed and furnished that 
each will have the efficiency of six 
rooms. Extremely little furniture will 
be required, because practically all of 
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it will be built in with the structure, 
according to the latest mode. The 
building's exterior will be of red 
tapestry [brick] , with terra cotta trim
mings of attractive designs and fine 
contrast in color. Its height will be 50 
feet from the sidewalk level. The cost 
will be $175,000. The owners are Messrs. 
w. B. Drake and c. v. York. The latter 
will build it. The architect is J. F. 
Leitner of Atlanta. Before a stroke was 
made upon the building, work having begun 
December 17, every suite in it had been 
bespoken.SS 
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Another newspaper article of December 1919 reveals that 

the builders had some difficulty in deciding on a suitable 

name for their new apartment building. One of the names 

mercifully discarded was "'Chaswill,' this being a 

combination of the first syllables of the given names of 

Messrs. York and Drake."56 Almost certainly, the name 

finally given to the Vance Apartments was in honor of North 

Carolina's Civil war governor, Zebulon Baird Vance. The 

appropriateness of this name would have been further 

enchanced by the nearness of the Zeb Vance statue on Capitol 

Square, which from 1900 to 1948 stood on a high pedestal 

where the Three Presidents are now located. In its original 

location, the Vance statue would have been clearly visible 

from the front of the apartment building.57 
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· In April of 1920 ownership of the Vance Apartments site 

changed yet again, when C. v. York and w. B. Draker Jr. sold 

the property to the Apartment House Company, Incorporated. 

Construction of the building may well have been underway at 

the time of the sale.S8 

The Vance Apartments were completed in 1920 or 1921. 

Their first listing in the Raleigh City Directories came in 

the issue for 1921-1922, at which time thirty-four of the 

thirty-six units {twelve on each floor) were occupied. The 

vance Apartments were one of four apartment buildings in 

Raleigh, the others being the Capital Apartments <twenty

eight units), the College Court Apartments (five units), and 

the Royster Apartments (seven units).S9 Of the thirty- four 

heads of households listed as original tenants of the Vance 

Apartments, a significant percentage appear to have been 

professional men and business executives. Among these 

original tenants was the recently appointed adjutant general 

of North Carolina, J. Van B. Metts, who was to serve in that 

office for more than three decades.60 

The early and mid-1920s were a time of rapid development 

in Raleigh, the value of new construction soaring from 

$862,332 in 1920 to $4,653,124 in 1924.61 The rapid pace of 

construction is reflected in the number of apartment 

buildings listed in the City Directories of this period. The 

issue for 1922-1923 listed seven such structures, an increase 
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of three over the preceding issue. In the mid and late 

twenties the pace quickened still further. By 1925 the 

number of apartment ~uildings had grown to fifteen, but by 

1930 it had risen sharply to thirty-four.62 

23 

The Raleigh City Directory for 1930 indicates that only 

two of the original thirty-four heads of households still 

remained in the vance Apartments. The building's tenants 

continued to include a significant percentage of business 

executives and professional men, even though nine of the 

thirty-six units were now vacant.63 By 1940 the occupancy 

rate had rebounded . Only two units were now vacant; and a 

thirteenth apartment had somehow been carved out on the third 

floor. A somewhat larger percentage of blue- collar workers, 

clerical people, and government employees now called the 

Vance Apartments home than had been true in the past.64 

In 1948 the Va.nce Apartments again changed bands. After 

nearly thirty years of ownership, the Apartment House Company 

conveyed a 5/7t hs undivided interest in the property to Dr. 

and Mrs. Kenneth L. Johnson of wake County for $10,000 and 

other valuable considerations. The remaining 2/7ths share 

went to Bessie Johnson, also of Wake County. Specifically 

included in this transaction were "thirty- six (36) electric 

refrigerators, thirty-six (36) electric stoves, and all 

Murphy Beds.n65 
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The City Directory for 1950 indicates that the Vance 

Apartments were doing very well under their new owners. 

Every unit was occupied, including the thirteenth unit on 

24 

the third floor. As in 1940, the tenants were solid, working 

class folks with a variety of occupations.66 The occupancy 

rate continued excellent in 1960, when only one of the 

thirty-seven units was vacant. Perhaps the most striking 

change since 1950 was the fact that twenty-six of the thirty

six heads of households were women.67 This same phenomenon 

persisted in 1970, when twenty-seven of the heads of 

households listed were women. The occupancy rate continued 

good, with only three of the thirty-seven units vacant. Not 

surprisingly, many of the tenants at this time were employed 

in clerical positions.68 

The City Directory for 1980 indicates that all thirty

seven units of the Vance Apartments were occupied, but the 

rather sketchy information on tenants in this edition sheds 

little light on occupations or levels of income. A 

significant loss for the neighborhood was that of the Parker 

Bouse, which apparently had been pulled down during the past 

decade.69 

Dr. Kenneth L. Johnson died on 10 March 1983 at the age 

of seventy-eight. He had practiced dentistry in Raleigh from 

1927 until his retirement in 1981.70 His will, drawn in 
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1975, is a complex document involving various contingency 

provisions and trust agreements, but it appears that he and 

his wife Charlotte had together retained 5/7ths ownership in 

the vance Apartments purchased some thirty-five years 

earlier. The remaining 2/7ths share apparently remained in 

the possession of Bessie Johnson or her heirs.71 

The City Directory for 1983, the year of Dr. Johnson's 

death, indicates that the vance Apartments had eight vacant 

units.72 The 1986 City Directory identified only three units 

as vacant, but another seven were listed as providing "No 

Return."73 Most recently, the City Directory for 1987-1988 

listed no occupants for the building, indicating that it was 

apparently abandoned by its last tenants in 1986 or 1987.74 

The site of the Vance Apartments, comprising roughly the 

southwestern quarter of lot 209 in Raleigh's original plan, 

contained residential structures and associated outbuildings 

for well over a century prior to being cleared for the 

construction of an apartment building. Then, after several 

years of delay, the present structure was erected soon after 

world war I. From that time until the recent past, it 

provided housing for many hundreds of families and 

individuals near the very center of the state's capital. It 

is hoped that this report will prove useful in determining 

the building's future • 
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Map of 1847 with Lot Owners 

___ .... . -.......---

.t ~ ..... 
-..; 

__, ··-: - -· 

"J. 

..... ... -

4 

. 

(":) ..... 
=f -1 

·i . -

:-:1 td;;J·."J. 
/ 

;_o 
I; J 

~ ... I JiU: . .'l'. 

..... 
: . :.; ..... 
' • j"' • I 
• J 

;: 

·- ... _, :; ~ . 
l o :,._, _, 

~ . 

-:-
·• -- ~ ~ 

J . 

;-
'J • 
,.; 

...... --I 
~ 

t""· 
cr. 
t::: 
0 -,... --

·-y l 

:: . 
• • 1.:. I 

; el - . ___ ... 

-:-

..:; -. 
. . 

1:. 
c 

~ .. ~ 
.: ~ 
': 

-

~111: 
. c.. t::=. = 0-
-· c: •l = t: ' , 

-: 
;- !1- ~~ 
... r- :.; 

: 

....,_ ·---· ·- ~ I l ooJ ~.: • ~ :-i l:. 
t • ;:,1' ~ ..... c: 
- ~~c . -:c· c. , 

• .. .... - ------ · .,j 

.. .. ·--- - .. ----·-
r_ " . r-.., ,..; , e ~ 1:. 
i"c...• • 9' C> 
~ • • <.:; . • "'"Colt --. : ':c . 

0--- ... - . 

1 .. ~ ,_ 1!::' .... ;; 
• I 

fT 
~ J• 

s 

.:. ,. 
~~~ 
.;.. -

l::: 

~=~ 
-~-C.."' 

f. 

!:!: • 0 --··--~ · - ~ ~-~ 

:.":". ;: :::: ·~ ;: ~ •.:. c c: !-- 1:> p !- 1:> ~ ... _ ~ ·~ 
;... · 

- I ;.o :: l.O .... ~ - ~~;'( i 2.. - e. ~ :; - ::; -~ 
• _, ;:; · - • • _!?. ~ ·-- ~ ~ !"" ... ... • c ...... ;:; :- s .... I .. t:·' ·• !> • .... : ~: = ~ "-
C-. - . - . ----' "'./-:~---- -- _. t:j ~-lr 

-. 

;::_ . ~ 
:~f~ ~ 
~- ;. ::: lZ ; ;. = . 

----·---- -~'-''l;HJ-:t·l·. 

~ ,.... 

F- . ~ 
;. ~ c 

,. 

:: ~ I ~ i g ~ 
~ ;::" 111 I :.( 
1 -1 •. l. --t... J. - --.J~ - ' ~ .... : 0 II ~ 

..- 2 i ~ _ _, 1 ...... 

.... ~ ~I : · - · ~ t~ ~- ~ ! j ;:: ._ 
__: .-- 1 \ 

'7. c c.. 
c. • a.:. . 
~;:- I 
!' . t-:; 

--~--

·-;c;:------, 
-= . 
r~ :-: !.:: 
.;..!:. 0- . 

-c: • 
_, -· I 

~!WI' •• ! 
C: :>• ~ I c .. ~·. 
? . - -- , 

fl~\L1FA:X 
---~------

-e 
~ f. ·~ • !- t-:. 

t - ........ ~ , . 
, .,.~.'o c..-~ I :; - . ;- ~· I 

- - - -~-~~ \ _ ______ ( __ 

~ !-' ·~ 
p:" = ... i ~ .... 1 . . 

I 
· I 
I 

. 

·~ .... 
J'!: l.:. i ~; --------

- -·-- ~~~1.~!~11\~!.L,, 1 I J .... r- •. . l - 'J-:-- ~ . - --
~ ~- ~ I : ~ ~ ;: · : : : . ~ ::; ~ r ~ c ~ ~ fr ~ ~ ~ ::r. 
_; :..:_.· ~ \:1;, : :_. (;t ;;' .- • ;: -.1 r.' ~ f." ~ ~-!. c.;1 ~ 1

, ;, 

l.:- . -· 
";: ~ ~ ~ -:-' (1: ~ • ..,..., :J ' - ~ ~ I• ~.; 

- ~-; - , ::;: .... ::::: ·- :J. :i c :- ~ ~ - --- --;?i ~- --~--_.:_-:J. 
. • • • • .: : --- - t"" - "") - :;.«; • • " : • ...... .. - ~.. ... . ~· ., .... , . ~ :· : ..... r- ;:': ~c::: £ F.~ :-; z r f. ~- :>; ;~ ~ :: :_.,. :..: ,": -: =· .- - - c: o ., " •• ,_ "::: ""· •. a.:. • - ~ - .... •-- ' """"" • -• . • - I II!' ~ • - :.. ,... ...-... .._ "' •• n ., '• ;:,. - v~ :: • - - ,.. !• :: - :... _ .. _ o:. .r... 
::' I .. ':"' ,. - : .:... I . 

- · ---·-· - .i~)o:Yrr _ ~ ---- --- --·------

1-

~ .. 

> ·---r:--- .·. -------
.::,..... -= .. ::: -...., 

~· 
.. 
•": -• I 

:,II 

- . -

r :. ~ :. 
. -:J. . 

t-3 ~~-
~ 

r.:. 

I 

t.:: I Colt 
~ , 

'" .. . 
- I 'j~ 

r-:. 
. ==' . 
rr ' 

:s: 
;: ~. 
J;: -
"'·; 

·~ • • :::0 

. ---
,. 
~. 

.· 

'-
0 
:r 
2 
(/) 

0 
z 

""=" -
(/) 

~ 
:> 
1) 

0 



Map of 1847 with Lot Owners and Structures 

r , v: • 
- 4o.. • ; • • t :.·. 

• • "... - _ ...... - - t:- ' ' . ---~ I ~';.'c •. ~ ll-'u .--.,-
f .. ~! .. _1- ; -:--"-· •.• 

-- . -~ .. f. --

•• ~· - .1 ... ... .... 
.. . .. 

.... , . 



, -
L - . .• f;;.' 



-r 
0. .. 
"' m 
'< 
tt> 
< -· tt> 
~ 
0 
-t\ 

:xl cu -tt> -· ..0 
::r 



!) ......... 

ART I N 

'1 J(l_' , __ 
'< ' . :"' • . 

!~ ...... 

Map of 1881 with Lot Owners and Structures 
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Map of 1882 with Lot Owners and Structures 

[· 

- -• • • ... 
• l 

: 
• ' • . 
::- ... 
$. .• 
:s 
-: 
: 

ST ·-r 
I -

... !'4T . 
, -.--~----.•.•. ~ .. 

I + I ~ 
• I ., I {.''" .H H 
1 

~ ;. l 1 ~ l'trllfJd 

: 

I • · e .1 .v .., ~ -+ .. 
:·•H~N.· ~· ~ ~ ... 
~~ Jl . ~r ~ i= : !"~·l t; <. + :P ~ 1:::1 :. I ~ .. ... . . ... .... 

• 

-·· ~··· ····~.=. 

"-

• 
I 
I 
I 

• 

;.. I 
--: I 

I 
I - ---· 

I •• • 
• 

... l t j 

_,,: "· , ...... ; .I . •-.. '~1 
~. 

• ' ..... . 
;.. 

: ~ 
. : I 

;,; 
: 
.: ~ 
: 

·--- --········ 1-: .\ ~ T 

'"' . .. --I 

~·:~ ::..: ;; ...... .-. 
»1.1 H Ul\\'1111 TU 

·- ., .. 
:!~ ;: + ~ 

..: -.... - :.::.. ":a ... ... . - -:-.. ~::; • 

'1, 

p t-: H S •• ~ e • • c-. .. 
-::-
':: :.-
~~--. ~ 

.. 
~' I·:C: 
- ·~ 

'<. 

~1 
;. -

,.----,:,.: ' 
Z : ,,,, .. ... "-
.. • Lalit' -- • .., . ;. . 

:.: 
f----~ 

:: ;r 
:.: . .... 
.,_ • !! 

• • 
,. --; ... ~~ .:-.~~· .... 

• __ , .:t I -~. • .. ll! ... z • .. " ....., .. .. 
." " ... 'f ... • -• .. ':: ... r~ 

--'i. -"! • I ••. . 

I II" . 1
• • • 

• I , .... ·• •t 

I 

I 

• •• 
• 

II ---. 
• . .. 
... . . ~~ ~ 
••. -= ~ 

. -:~ '· • ,., 
II. ~· • • • 

-:. ;,; 

:: 
: 
: 

1'-
:1 ,_ 

:.1 
:: 
~ 
:,; 

'::! 
:II 

. .. 

i 
= 

g 

-... ... 

I 

• 
I 
I 
I 

• 

.. 
• 
I 
I 

I 

I 

• 
I 
• • • 

I 

I ' . 

• ·-::-



S t:A- n b tJ r n /'1 c... p 
{_17a3) 

11?~1 

~ 

" " ? -
t 

...J 

~ 

~ 



L 

c 

Sa. n b a rn 1\1 c:..p 
{17t:J7) 

I 
I 

''"--- _,-- _, 



Sa: i't o o r Jt M e...p 
(1 7 I tl) 

-l 
~ 

"\\ ,_ 
v,~ 
t ... 
t 
-~ 
' J 

~ L e:~l 



Apartment Building Planned in 1913 
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Sherwood Haywood (1762 - 1829) 
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